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Our fabrics weigh no more than 0.4-1.0 Oz/ft2 This 

results in featherweight loads on building structures and 

minimizes site labour.

Conventional sheet metal duct is some 40 times heavier 

than fabric duct, subjecting roof and overhead structures to 

increased loading. Site rigging is costly, involving lifting gear 

and additional labour.  
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Our unique and fl exible approach to air distribution 

Systems, involving a number of propriety fabrics and Flow 

Models, ensures maximum comfort in occupied spaces.

Conventional sheet metal systems often generate both stagnant 

zones and areas with draughts in the occupied spaces. This 

technology has not kept pace with the increasing demand for 

improved IAQ.
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Under normal operating conditions, fabric ducts generate 

a maximum noise of NC 20, making this product the fi rst 

choice of End Users and Architects. 

High exit velocities through grilles and diffusers generate 

irritating noise, while rigid sheet metal ducts transmit 

mechanical noise through to the occupied spaces.
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Permeable fabrics leak supply air through the entire 

surface area of fabric ducts. Even with high temperature 

differences condensation will not settle on fabric ducts 

during cooling operations.

Un-insulated sheet metal ducts act as condensing surfaces for 

free moisture in the surrounding air, resulting in the build up 

of unhygienic condensation and mould, which present a health 

hazard.
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Our unique series of suspension systems, coupled with 

lightweight fabric ducts drastically cuts down site labour 

hours.

The complexity of hanging heavy sheet metal ducts, coupled 

with additional labour for mounting grilles and diffusers, makes 

the installation of this type of system costly.
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The price of fabrics follows normal infl ationary trends 

and shows no sign of wild fl uctuations which results in 

price predictability for fabric ducts.

The current high demand for steel has resulted in an 

unprecedented price hike in common sheet metal resulting in 

large cost increases in the sheet metal duct industry.
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Fabric ducts are simple to launder and clean when 

necessary, making planned maintenance cost effective.

Cleaning the inside surface of a sheet metal duct system is 

diffi cult and therefore more costly resulting in extended 

periods between necessary maintenance.
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The fabric duct is available in an attractive range of 

colours that will enhance any interior décor.

To enhance a sheet metal duct system needs extensive on-site 

preparation and painting adding signifi cant extra cost to the 

system.
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Question Answer Tip

What happens when the 
duct gets dirty?

The duct system can be taken down and washed in 

a domestic or commercial washing machine.

Please refer to our standard washing 

instructions.

Using properly engineered pre-fi lters upstream 

of the duct can prevent the need for frequent 

washing. If in doubt, please check with our 

Technical Dept.

Will colours fade? No, colours will not fade if the duct is maintained 

as per our standard instructions and installed in 

appropriate areas.

Ducts should not be exposed to direct sunlight.

Does the duct burn? All the fabrics used in constructing the various 

ducts are fl ame retardant and will not support 

combustion.

Please refer to our technical binder or www.

fabricair.com for documentation.

Do the ducts
generate noise?

No the ducts are “neutral” in terms of noise, they 

neither generate noise nor absorb it.

Always provide a good sound attenuator be tween 

the fan and the duct in order to reduce me chani-

cal and air noise being transmitted (see page 30).

What about draughts? A well-engineered fabric duct will not create 

annoying draughts in the offi ce, room or 

workspace.

If in doubt contact our Technical Department for 

recommendations.

What does the
duct weigh?

A typical installation, will not weigh more than an 

average of 3 lbs per linear foot of duct.

Compare this weight to sheet metal duct.

How easy is it to install 
this type of system?

It is both easy and saves a lot of on-site labour. In 

fact it can be erected using unskilled labour.

Time savings up to 90% compared to sheet metal 

duct.

How long will it last? Given normal operating conditions and washing 

cycles, the FabricAir® duct system should last 15 

years or more.

Proper maintenance and care extends the 

longevity of the duct.

What about Quality? FabricAir® is a UL-registered fi rm which means 

that we fullfi ll ISO 9001:2000.

If in doubt, ask for our current Certifi cate of 

Compliance.
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